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have served there, but that not one man in a hundred
in civilised countries would believe how appalling
is the nature of the traffic. Commander Woodward
is of opinion that the average number of slaves
carried to Arabia for sale in the markets over a
period of five recent years is not less than 5000
men, women and children each year, and further,
that many of these slaves are of British origin. He
holds that powerful Abyssinian families are really
the backbone of this lucrative but horrible traffic.
They employ armed forces to secure the slaves,
and their human cargoes are shipped across the
Red Sea in Arab dhows which land them in
SoutXern Arabia. There the slaves are then split
up into twenties and thirties, and put into smaller
craft which creep up inside the rocky shoals and
reefs at night. Commander Woodward, speaking
of the slave-trader (who has his spies and agents
all over the Hinterland of the Sudan, of Arabia and
the desolate regions at the back of Italian Eritrea and
French Somaliland), says:
" His armed column swoops one night on a village,
and the entire saleable population, men, women and
children, is carried off in chains. For days they are
marched towards the coast, through Abyssinia and
French Somaliland, right into the streets of Tajoura
and Obok, and there shipped in dhows and carried
across the Straits of Perim to Southern Arabia."
The first essential is to collect the whole facts
relating   to   slave-owning   and   slave-trading   in